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THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



38rtef Chronicle of the last Jttonth. 

Norwich Festival. — Mozart's Davidde Penitente, 
with English adaptation from the Psalms by Mr. R. 
Andrews, was performed this day, Friday, Sept. 15th. 
The choruses with which the work opens, " Let God 
arise," and " I will praise thee," are full of dignity 
and power, and were most effectively executed on the 
present occasion. The song, "'file Lord is my 
strength," is a sweet composition, and was charmingly 
given by Miss A. Williams. Mr. Sims Reeves sang 
" Deliver me from mine enemies" with great power 
and fullness of tone. The last trio, " Judge me, O 
Lord," one of the finest pieces in the whole work, was 
admirably rendered by the Misses Williams and Mr. 
Lockey. The concluding chorus, with its magnificent 
fugue, is worthy of the genius of Mozart, in its fullest 
development, and was to-day executed in a most 
striking and impressive manner. — Standard. 

Manchester. — The Hargreaves Choral Society 
have announced their eighth series of concerts for the 
present season, 1848 — 49, to take place on 31st Oct., 
30th Nov., 11th Jan., 15th Feb., 29th March, and 
10th May. The programme of the first is sacred, 
consisting of portions from Beethoven's Grand Mass 
in D, C. M. Von Weber's Mass in G, and the 12th 
Mass of Mozart, together with some of the better 
known songs of Handel, and the beautiful duet and 
chorus from Mendelssohn's Hymn of Praise " I waited 
for the Lord." Two latin pieces, the " Alma Virgo" 
of Hummel, and "O Jesu, pastor bonus," by Winter, 
are also features of this well-selected programme. 

Flexible Portfolios. — Subscribers to the Musical 
Times can be provided with the most convenient 
means of preserving their numbers until the com- 
pletion of each volume. The invention of the flexible 
back adapts the portfolio to contain any quantity from 
one to a hundred, always keeping them flat ; and the 
same portfolio will contain any other of the monthly 
octavo-sized periodicals. 

Poplar Harmonic Society. — This society, which 
was formed a few months since by several members of 
Mr. Newell 's Upper Singing Classes, meets every week 
for the performance of anthems, glees, &c. ; and the 
members hare made such progress, that the committee 
determined to give a public exhibition in a concert 
which took place on the 9th October. The selection, 
both sacred and secular, consisted largely of the music 
which has been printed in the Musical Times. The 
concert gave much pleasure to the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, and many have since joined the plea- 
sant weekly practise. 

A Correspondent has furnished us with a gratify- 
ing account of the progress making by the recently- 
formed Choral Society at St. Stephen's Coomb, which 
was satisfactorily evidenced at their first public per- 
formance of selections from the Messiah and Creation, 
at the Town-hall of St. Austle, giving good promise 
for the progress of music in that part of Cornwall, 

Selkirk. — The Wilhem Choral Society of this town 
gave their first concert on the evening of 6th October. 
The audience, in point of number and respectability, 
exceeded the expectations of the most sanguine, and 
all were evidently pleased with the evening's enter- 
tainment. — From a correspondent. — [We are glad to 
notice this continued musical progress in Scotland. — 
Ed. M.T.I 



Mozart and Bird. — The Musical World has a 
curious letter from R. Schuman, of Leipsid, pointing 
out a canon attributed to Mozart, which is note for 
note the same as " Non nobis Domine," said to be 
by Bird, and asking if there be any evidence in 
England proving the composition to be by Bird, either 
from the date of publication or otherwise. 

Canterbury. — It is evident that music is at a pre- 
mium in Canterbury, for we find that the repetition of 
Haydn's oratorio, the Creation, announced for the 
13th November, is "in consequence of the over- 
crowded state of the room at the first sacred concert 
(many possessing tickets being unable to gain ad- 
mission), they, the committee, purpose giving a second 
of the whole of Haydn's celebrated work, when all 
such tickets issued for the first concert will be ex- 
changed for this performance." When it is considered 
that the society hold their concerts in the large Guild- 
hall room, we have good evidence that the Choral 
Society have presented a highly-attractive musical 
treat to their friends. 

The Gloucester Choral Society have just an- 
nounced their first public performance to take place in 
November, and also the formation of an " Elementary 
Class," which, at the urgent request of the committee, 
Mr. Higgs has consented to conduct through Hullah's 
course of lessons. This is a good provision to ensure 
effective recruits for the more advanced society. 

Oldham. — The season commenced by a concert on 
a grand scale, given by the " Oldham Borough Choral 
Society," for the benefit of Mr. Joseph Winterbottom, 
their able and esteemed conductor, " whose unremu- 
nerated efforts and sacrifices, in behalf of their society 
in particular, and the musical character of Oldham 
generally, they consider worthy of some token of 
acknowledgment." The principal vocalists were Mrs. 
Sunderland, Mrs. Winterbottom, Mr. Lockey, Mr. 
Ryalls, Mr. Mellor, and Mr. H. Phillips, and they 
were ably assisted by a chorus of about forty singers, 
chiefly from the Oldham Choral Society. Vincent 
Novello's arrangement of " Rule Britannia," was given 
as a finale with thrilling effect ; the audience standing 
during the performance. The concert concluded about 
eleven o'clock, and we are warranted in saying it was 
the best the people of Oldham have had for a very 
long time, if ever before. — Manchester Examiner. 

Thornton Oratorio. — On 17th October, Handel's 
oratorio, "Joshua," was performed in the Kipping 
new school-room. The orchestra was full and effi- 
cient, consisting of upwards of sixty performers ; con- 
ductor, Mr. Dawtry, of Halifax ; leader, Mr. Haddock, 
of Bradford. The company was both very numerous 
and respectable, including many lovers of music from 
Bradford, Halifax, and the surrounding neighbour- 
hood. — Bradford Observer. 

Music in India. — Masulipatam, June 5th, 1848. — 
" At our last examination on the 5th of May, the 
singing seemed quite to amaze our visitors — how we 
had done it — how within so short a period we had suc- 
ceeded in teaching them to keep time, to maintain 
harmony, and to sing faithfully by note, were ques- 
tions put by every body. Had you heard full fifty of 
our Hindoo boys hymning the praises of Jesus, I 
think you would have felt deeply gratified. We use 
Mainzer's system daily. We have now seventy youths 
in our first class, and eight are Brahmins above seven- 
teen years of age." — From a Correspondent. 



